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monarchy and a republic, saying that a mon-
archy is a merchantman, which sails well, but
will sometimes strike on a rock and go to the
bottom; whilst a republic is a raft, which would
never sink, but then your feet are always in
water. No forms can have any dangerous impor-
tance whilst we are befriended by the laws of
things. It makes no difference how many tons
weight of atmosphere presses on our heads, so long
as the same pressure resists it within the lungs.
Augment the mass a thousandfold, it cannot be-
gin to crush us, as long as reaction is equal to
action. The fact of two poles, of two forces,
centripetal and centrifugal, is'universal, and each
force by its own activity develops the other. Wild
liberty develops iron conscience. Want of liberty,
by strengthening law and decorum, stupefies con-
science. "Lynch-law" prevails only where there
is greater hardihood and self-subsistency in the
leaders. A mob cannot be a permanency; every-
body's interest requires that it should not exist,
and only justice satisfies all.

We must trust infinitely to the beneficent
necessity which shines through all laws. Human
nature expresses itself in them as characteristic-
ally as in statues, or songs, or railroads; and an
abstract of the codes of nations would be a tran-
script of the common conscience. Governments
have their origin in the moral identity of men.
Reason for one is seen to be reason for another.